Dr Fryer and Dr Carerl

ronpies for two strings of pearls,"* It was, in
addition, not only costly, but inconvenient and
difficult. He could get no beasts for carriage;
there were no " Caravanserais at convenient dis-
tances,35 nor provisions; while thieves were
always to be apprehended. He slept at night
under a tree, or beneath the open sky, and was
always, even in the neighbourhood of the
]\togul camp, in dread of an attack from the
Mahrattas. After giving this recital of his woes,
Careri takes care to say that travelling in other
parts of India is far better than in this kingdom
of Bijapur, " which is constantly harassed with
wars." In the event he succeeded in reaching
Galgala unharmed.

At the moment of Gemelli Careri's visit to
the camp of Aurangzib, the tide of demoralisa-
tion, which eventually reduced his army to a
laughing-stock, had just begun to flow in full
force. To all appearance Aurangzib was a vic-
torious conqueror. The main objective of the
earlier campaigns had been the subversion of the
kingdoms of Bijapur and Golconda, which paid
blackmail to the Mahrattas, and so enabled them
to maintain their resistance. In 1686 and 1688,
respectively, the cities of Bijapur and Golconda
had fallen, and the dynasties which had reigned
in those cities had ceased to exist. When
Gemelli Careri came in 1695, the Mogul
emperor had been for some time encamped with

f From Churchill's Collection, vol. rv, p. 231.
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